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COMMON SOYBEAN INSECTS 
For safe and effective use of insecticides, always identify the problem correctly. 
1. Bean leaf beetle 
2. Mexican bean beetle and larva 
3. Japanese beetle 
4. Striped blister beetle 
5. Green stink bug and 
damaged seeds 
6. Two-spotted mite 
(not an insect) 
8. Grape colaspis larva 
1 0. White grub 
7. Thrips 
(greatly enlarged) 
9. Seed maggot 
11. Grasshopper 
12. Green clover worm 
13. Cabbagelooper 
14. Garden webworm 
15. Corn earworm 
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COMMON SOYBEAN INSECTS 
1. BEAN LEAF BEETLE, Cerotoma trifurcata (For-
ster). Adults appear in spring as the beans germinate. 
They generally feed on the undersides of leaves but drop 
readily to the ground when disturbed. Eggs are laid in 
the soil where the larvae feed on the bean roots. This 
species is one of the most common insect pests on beans 
in Minnesota, but control procedures are seldom neces-
sary. 
2. MEXICAN BEAN BEETLE, Epilachna varivestis 
Mulsant. This beetle is related to lady bird beetles. Both 
the adult and larval stages of the Mexican bean beetle 
feed on bean leaves and, when abundant, may attack 
bean pods. The beetle is distributed in southern states 
with only rare outbreaks reported in Minnesota. 
3. JAPANESE BEETLE, Popillia japonica Newman. 
The Japanese beetle was introduced into North America 
about 1916. Although it is primarily a pest of trees and 
lawns, 250 other kinds of plants including soybeans, gar-
den flowers, vegetables, and weeds are also consumed. 
It has not been found in Minnesota as its range is still 
r estricted to the eastern United States. 
4. STRIPED BLISTER BEETLE, Epicauta vittata (Fab-
ricius) . Striped blister beetles are common to Minnesota. 
In the larval stage they feed on grasshopper eggs. Thus, 
if grasshoppers are abundant- blister beetles may also 
b ecome abundant. There is a single life cycle per year 
with adult emergence in June and July. Adults tend to 
feed in groups on the soybean floral parts. The species 
is considered more beneficial than harmful. 
5. GREEN STINK BUG, Acrosternum hilare (Say). 
This insect's name comes from its characteristic color 
and odor. Its piercing mouthparts can transmit plant dis-
eases. The salivary secretions can cause plant malforma-
tions including growing tip damage and damage to the 
developing seeds. It has not been observed in large 
enough numbers in Minnesota for economic importance. 
6. TWO SPOTTED SPIDER MITE, Tetranychus te-
larius (Linnaeus) . Damage by these mites will appear 
as yellow or red necrotic spots on the upper leaf sur-
face of soybeans. The undersides of the leaves will have 
a silvery, slightly webby appearance where mite eggs, 
nymphs, and adults may be found. Severe infestations 
show webbing over larger areas of the plant. Under these 
conditions the leaves pale and dry up. It has not been 
considered a major field pest in Minnesota, but occa-
sionally growers do find severely infested plants. 
7. BEAN THRIPS, Hercothrips fasciatus (Pergande). 
These are small insects - only slightly larger than mites. 
They are also found on the undersides of leaves, but 
are considerably more active than mites. There is usu-
ally a scurfy, yet shiny, appearance to the damaged leaf 
surface which is eventually followed by bleaching and 
wilting of the leaf. This thrip is a minor pest on beans in 
Minnesota. 
8. GRAPE COLASPIS, Maecolaspis jlavida (Say). Leg-
umes are a favored host of the grape colaspis beetle 
larva so it has also been called the clover rootworm. 
Although more of a pest on corn that is planted on spring 
plowed clover, it will feed as adults or larvae on beans. 
It is related to white grubs but is not as damaging to 
beans. 
9. SEED MAGGOT, Hylemya spp. Generally maggot 
damage is most severe when weather conditions are 
cool and moist following planting. The maggot attacks 
the seed and weakens the seedling. The weakened seed-
lings may become diseased. Maggot damage to the seed 
with or without disease can result in thinned stands. 
The winter is passed as a maggot in a puparium with 
the adult fly appearing before the beans are planted. 
There are several generations during the growing sea-
son. 
10. WHITE GRUBS, (various species). Grubs are a 
common cropland pest in Minnesota. Almost everyone 
has seen the large, brownish adult (called May beetles 
or June bugs) under lights at night or has used the lar-
val stage for fish bait. The adult oviposits in grassy loca-
tions so that pasture or grassland which is plowed for 
planting is an ideal place to find white grubs. The life 
cycle of most species is one year or more. 
11. GRASSHOPPERS, (various species). Grasshoppers 
have been considered as general feeders. However, sev-
eral species have soybeans in their diet with a few show-
ing some preference for the crop. Extensive surveys of 
grasshopper populations in Minnesota generally provide 
advance notice of economically important infestations. 
12. GREEN CLOVERWORM, Plathypena scabra (Fab-
ricius) . Two species of long tapering green worms are 
seen occasionally on soybeans. The thinner of these, the 
green cloverworm, has two narrow white lines down 
each side of the body. It is normally not too abundant 
but there have been outbreaks in Minnesota. Feeding 
damage is usually on the leaf margins. The second spe-
cies is the cabbage looper. 
13. CABBAGE LOOPER. Trichoplusia ni (Hubner). 
The cabbage looper has a distinct "looping" walk. It is 
more solidly colored and larger than the cloverworm. Its 
damage resembles that of cloverworm as feeding is on 
the leaf margins. Soybeans are not a preferred host for-
this species and populations are rarely of economic im-
portance on beans in Minnesota. 
14. GARDEN WEBWORM, Loxostege similalis (Gue-
nee). Just as its name indicates, the garden webworm 
spins a webbing on the upper portions of the plant and 
then feeds beneath the webbing. The larva is a yellow-
ish green, somewhat hairy worm with black dots. Feed-
ing tends to be in "family" groups. Although widely dis-
tributed in the United States it is not a major pest in 
Minnesota. 
15. CORN EARWORM, Heliothis zea (Boddie). The 
adult moth probably migrates into Minnesota each spring 
(similar to the armyworm) . The larvae are severe pests 
on corn but only incidental on soybeans. Damage to 
flowers, seed pods, stems, and leaves may occur on soy-
beans. The larva looks much more cutworm-like than 
the other larva on the picture sheet. 
Current Control Information 
The information and color illustrations presented here 
are designed to help you correctly identify some of the 
insects attacking soybeans. The insects and the problems 
they cause do not change, but methods of dealing with 
them do. Contact your local county agent or state exten-
sion entomologist for current methods of control. 
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